The authors of papers in the MountainDevelopment section discuss how changes in land use and conservation policies affect (agro)biodiversity and propose possible pathways for reconciling development with the conservation of (agro)biodiversity. First, Bezák and Halada identify what drivers have led to change in agrobiodiversity in the grasslands of a Slovak national park in the Carpathians, and what the implications are for habitats and species. The implementation of the European Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is providing options for more sustainable management but further measures are needed. Second, Shen Shicai and co-authors describe how the conversion of swidden agriculture to forest under China's national Sloping Land Conversion Program has led to a substantial loss of agrobiodiversity in Yunnan since 2002, and how a revival of swidden cultivation on a small scale and has attracted attention from villagers and the local government. Third, Robineau and colleagues show how the planned expansion of a core protected zone in the biodiversity-rich Rabanal pá ramo in Ecuador is endangering the livelihoods of family farms; they discuss options for more sustainable farming practices that also enhance conservation of pá ramo biodiversity and water resources.
In the MountainResearch section, de Haan and co-authors present a state-of-the-art analysis of the rich cultivar, morphological, and genetic diversity of potatoes grown by individual farm households in Peru. All the other articles in this section focus on aspects of (mainly vegetative) biodiversity rather than agrobiodiversity-either in relation to human intervention or with a view to providing data on less known mountain areas requiring protection. Thus, Sovu et al discuss direct seeding for degraded area restoration of pastureland in Laos, Tang et al examine the influence of secondary regrowth on plant species diversity patterns in Yunnan, Kosaka et al analyse the dynamics of some invasive alien plants in Arunachal Himalaya, and Singh describes religious rituals that help conserve natural resources in Uttarakahand, India. Tambe and Rawat offer a description of the rich alpine vegetation in Sikkim, and Baniya discusses elevational species richness patterns in Tibet; Shrestha and colleagues present a gap analysis of protected areas in Nepal, while McCarthy et al offer insights into the use of camera-trapping for monitoring wildlife diversity in the Kyrgyz Tien Shan.
Finally, the article by Maia Akhalkatsi and co-authors in the MountainNotes section presents an overview of current knowledge on genetic erosion of crop diversity in Georgia, with corresponding suggestions regarding the research and policy agenda needed to halt the loss of agrobiodiversity in this country. They underline the benefits of cooperation with the Global Mountain Biodiversity Assessment (GMBA), which-incidentally-has just launched the Mountain Biodiversity Portal (http://www.mountainbiodiversity.org/) in collaboration with the Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF).
We hope our readers will find these articles useful in the International Year of Biodiversity 2010, and will consider responding and providing new insights. 
